Preface

2016 - a year to remember for us all... who are walking along the paths of Europe:

- all Europe celebrated 400 years since the death of William Shakespeare: it
was a time to go to theatre, an occasion to read Shakespeare’s stories and to
be enchanted by the power of his characters, who will never grow old or old
fashion because they have the same feelings, fears and hope of the human
beings of the new millennium.

- Queen Elisabeth Il of Britain celebrated her 90th birthday: a modern
monarch and an example for all Europe of service and lasting devotion to a
country.

but 20186, like every coin, had also another side:

- we will never forget the long lines of walking refugees escaping from Syria
and the Middle East and crashing against the borders of the European
countries defended by the police and barbed wire to reject and push them
back.

- exactly 100 years ago the European Countries faced each other in the
trenches and marked their positions with barbed wire for the first time in
history: Verdun and La Somme were commemorated in 2016 as the darkest
moments on the Western Front in WW1, a war in which the European glorious
history faced the edge of the abyss

This historical play connects the events and facts we studied and reflected on in
2016. It is our tribute to the values of peace, responsibility, honour and humanity that
Shakespeare taught us telling the stories of Henry V, King Lear and Macbeth.

The events we narrate are set between 1915 and 1917, a historical period we have
analysed both in Italian and in English history schoolbooks, but the historical
characters and facts, as well as the fictional ones, are shaped according to our
imagination and creativity.



