SCANDAL IN MANCHESTER

"THEY ARE COMING, THEY ARE COMING! PREPARE MICROPHONES AND VIDEO
CAMERAS".

The most famous theatre troupe from Paris has just arrived in Manchester, one of the most
known cities in the United Kingdom, gloomy on the darkest days, but cheerful and bright
on sunny days. In Gothic style, it is populated by a multitude of inhabitants and tourists

who have been waiting for the most internationally known theatre troupe.

World-famous artists have arrived: Marinette Legrand, a very cheerful, friendly and
sociable young woman. She is the world's most known opera singer and is escorted in her
performances by her husband, Louis Legrand, and her husband's brother, Alexis Legrand.
Both are musicians. Alexis, a violinist, and Louis, a pianist, are, despite their kinship, very
different from each other. Louis is calm, smart but at the same time talkative, unlike his
brother, who has a dark, angry and possessive personality. The only thing they have in
common is their strong fraternal bond and their passion for music. The conductor of the
opera is Alphonse Dubois. Recently appointed conductor, he is apparently grumpy, selfish
and very cunning. With him there is his son, David Dubois who, unlike his father, is kind,

sunny, elegant and occasionally even a little shy.

The warm welcome that Manchester offers them, gives to all the members of the theatre
troupe the energy they need to get to know the city, the hotel where they will stay and the
theatres where they will perform. The vastness of Manchester, as much as it may fascinate
the famous artists, initially makes them feel a little disoriented in the midst of hustle and
bustle of people, cars, trams... trying to escape from the journalists and interviewers, who
were holding the crew with questions since the moment they first arrived in Manchester,
they come across a small street that, because of its small size, seems lost in the big city.

The houses are very well-kept, and the fresh air of that sunny day enters through the
windows of the balconies full of flowers of that small and pretty street. Father Blue is
passing by that street. He is almost fifty years old and, unlike what his name might
suggest, he has a calm and quiet temperament that would never make people believe the
brilliant mind he has, in fact he is also intuitive, clever, intelligent and used to think outside

the box; a priest and a person very different from others. The priest, recognizing the



famous faces that make up the troupe and seeing their blank looks, decides to approach

them.

"Good morning, you must be the Troupe of the "du Palais - Royal" theatre, in Paris. Here in
the city, in recent days, we only hear about you: everyone says that you are famous and
talented in your jobs! | was walking and | noticed your blank looks, do you need help or

directions?"

“Yes, we are the troupe that everyone is talking about, and ..yes, we are lost!" the director

replies.
Marinette, overcome by euphoria, intervenes:
"Nice to meet you, | am Marinette Legrand, opera singer and... your name is?".

"Oh you're right, | forgot to introduce myself; | am Father Blue, priest of the Church of St

Mary, five minutes from St. Peter square".

“As you have noticed, we are lost, and we are looking for the "Royal Exchange" hotel

where we will be staying for the next few days. Can you tell us where it is?"
Father Blue, after thinking for a moment, replies:
"The “Royal Exchange”! | know it, follow me and | will bring you there".

While the troupe walks with the priest to the hotel, he gets to know each of the prestigious

artists. When they arrive at their destination, Alphonse Dubois thanks him by saying:

"Thank you for bringing us here. The organizer of the trip told us that someone would
come to pick us up at the station but no one came, apart from the crowd of people,
journalists and interviewers. We apologize for the inconvenience, we would like you to
come to the show next Tuesday. If you go to the ticket office and show them this, they will

give you a free ticket".

Father Blue receives by the director a paper with Alphonse Dubois' signature and a
sentence to get the free ticket. Father Blue answers: "Thanks very much, | will come - he
pauses and continues - sorry but now | have to go, | have to be in church soon and | can't
be late. Goodbye and thanks for the ticket". The artists of the troupe say goodbye to the
priest and enter the hotel. Evening comes and the members of the troupe are in their
rooms resting for the long days of rehearsals and shows that await them. Everyone seems

tired from the long day that stole their strength, but the Legrand brothers, after dinner, feel



like exploring the famous city they heard so much about. Louis asks her wife if she wants
to join them, but she is too tired and decides to rest in her room. The Legrand brothers
leave the hotel, some time passes and the director Dubois sneaks quietly into Marinette's
room. With long, cautious steps he walks to the still-awake woman's bed, sits down next to
her and she remains motionless. Dubois brings his hand to Marinette's sweet face,
caressing her. Their faces get closer and closer and the director kisses her, holding her
tight. Some minutes later, David walks there and, hearing the suspicious noises and
recognizing his father's voice coming from the Legrands' room, gets closer to the door to
understand what is happening and when he watches the scene through a crack, being
careful not to be noticed, an instinctive sense of disgust and anger pervades him. Unable
to believe what his father is doing to the poor singer, he opens the door, goes to the bed,
stands in front of Marinette to protect her and shouts at his father in an angry tone:
"Father! What are you doing? You left your wife, my mother, sick in Paris and while she is
risking her iliness get worse, you dare rape Mrs. Legrand?!". David is furious. His voice
rumbles in the corridor and, while the other members of the troupe who are staying in the
neighboring rooms walk to the room where the director's son's voice is coming from to find
out what happened, Marinette, with a shocked and frightened look, protects herself behind
David from Alphonse who can hardly stand up because he is drunk. At that moment Alexis
and Louis return to the hotel. They are immediately informed of what happened and while
Louis listens, his anger increases; his face tries to comfort her wife and at the same time
looks with contempt and disdain at Alphonse who is now sitting on the bed drunk. After
some minutes the hotel staff calls the police while the members of the troupe return to their
rooms, comforted by the assistants of the Royal Exchange. The police arrive twenty
minutes later due to an accident and when a hotel security guard lead them to the room
where Alphonse is, he is found dead with a cut to his throat. Near him there are no knives
or blades but it is obvious that whoever killed him used something sharp. All the people
who stay in the hotel are woken up and informed and fear spreads throughout the hotel.
The police take away the body, explain to leave the room where the victim was found as it

is, since it could be useful for the investigations that will begin the following day, and leave.

Night passes and morning comes. The news spreads quickly. Everyone in Manchester
knows what happened and on the radio the news becomes the most important one of the
moment. During the early afternoon hours, Alexis walks through the city until he reaches
the Church of St. Mary. When he is about to enter he sees Father Blue enter. Alexis greets
him, the two stop outside the church to talk.



"l read the news in the newspaper, it's on the front page: "Theatrical director Alphonse
Dubois killed in the Royal Exchange in Manchester after trying to rape Marinette Legrand”,

Father Blue says.

"l imagined it would spread so quickly. They have cancelled all the shows, and we can’t
return to Paris until the culprit is discovered. The investigation began this morning; around
10.00 a.m. the authorities arrived, they decided to question Louis Legrand, his wife and
David Dubois, who were taken to the police station. | wanted to go to keep my brother and

his wife company, but the police explained to me that | couldn't", Alexis says with concern.

"Why are they suspected by the policemen, If | may know?...

“From what | understood from the policemen this morning, Louis is suspected because he
could have killed the director for very obvious reasons, as his wife was about to be raped
by Alphonse Dubois that evening; to avenge his wife he could have killed him. David
Dubois was brought to the headquarters for some reason. The director, as we know, is a
bad and selfish man with all the people around him, including his wife Marie who gets sick
very easily. Before leaving for Manchester, Marie had fallen ill but Alphonse decided to
leave, saying that it was just one of her usual flus, behaving in his usual superficial way.
David wanted to stay in Paris with his mother for fear that her illness could get worse, but
his father prevented him. He could have killed his father to punish him for always being so
superficial and selfish and for trying to rape Marinette. The authorities have decided to
question Marinette because she might want to kill her attacker, but | don’t think that’s

possible.”
Meanwhile Father Blue nods and when Alexis finishes to talk, he says to him:

‘I understand, I'm very sorry for Mrs. Legrand, Mr. Dubois will now be serving the
punishment that God imposed on him, since in life he didn’t know how to live with good
values. When | spoke to all of you yesterday you seemed like good-hearted people; | hope
that no one of you killed Alphonse and | hope that the culprit will be found soon so you can

return to Paris.”
“I fully share your hopes and | hope that serenity can return soon.”, Alexis replies.

The two say goodbye and the priest enters the church while Alexis returns to the hotel.
Some days passed since Alexis's meeting with Father Blue, but the climate of suspicion
continues to hover among the artists and throughout Manchester. Only one of the famous

members of the troupe doesn't resign herself to that climate of anger and tension, and is



Marinette. She is the one who doesn't resign herself to the death of the director or to the
repeal of the shows and therefore wants to investigate about the situation, but not with the
police: with Father Blue, the man of good heart and good spirit who in those days showed

solidarity and is always ready to help the artists, regardless of their fame.
"l will go to him. At three o'clock"”, she thinks.

At three o'clock the opera singer is at the door of the church of St. Mary. Father Blue

waves to her and says:

"Oh, good afternoon Mrs. Marinette, why are you here?"

"Good afternoon father, | think because of an unpleasant event.”
"l can imagine what you are talking about..."

"Yes, Father. | was questioned by the policemen but | confessed that | didn't commit any
crime. | came here to try to reconstruct with you what happened and to discover something

more".
"Why didn't she ask the police? They are experts," he suggests.
Marinette shakes her head silently, lowering her eyes and explains:

“I believe that you know much more than the police, and that you can help me and my

colleagues to understand who the culprit is".

Father Blue is confused and full of thoughts in his mind. He remains silent for a minute, so

Marinette asks,
"Father, are you okay today?"

"Mrs. Legrand”-Father Blue replies- “I'm very well. Simply, | don't have a crystal ball and

I'm not a wizard and I'm not a policeman. But...."
IIBut?ll

" But I'll try. Could you tell me the story of Alphonse and what kind of relationship he has

with all of you?"

Marinette, with some grey clouds over her memories, answers:



"Well, | don't know the exact story because Alphonse has always been very...introverted
and grumpy but, | think, he shouldn't have been that bad, even if | would never have

expected a situation like this."

"l understand, it was a real scandal which all of Manchester is talking about. | promise you,
Mrs. Legrand, that | will think about the killing seriously, and about the suspects, and | will
try to find contacts with the police, but only God knows the truth and we are only his

servants and we can't do nothing but resign ourselves to what happened".

Marinette, looking a little disappointed, thanks and leaves Father Blue and then comes to
the hotel. In the afternoon the troupe decides to stay together to lighten up the situation
and play games with the hotel guests except for Marinette who, when she returns from the
meeting with Father Blue, greets her colleagues, her husband Louis, not in perfect shape,
and Alexis with much affection. The hours pass and it's time for dinner; at the "Royal-
Exchange" the troupe is ready and hungry and when they are all at the table, seeing that
Marinette isn't there Louis decides to go to their room to call her: "MARINETTE! I'M
LOUIS. DINNER IS READY" ...no answer... "MARINETTE, IT'S LOUIS! HAVE YOU
FINISHED GETTING READY? DO YOU ALWAYS HAVE TO BE PERFECT? LOVE!".. no
answer... MARINETTE! CAN | COME IN?"... no answer... Louise decides to enter the
room. He is shocked when he doesn't see her but hears a familiar voice penetrate his
ears. It is the voice of Father Blue which does not have a cheerful and calm tone, butitis a
voice of terror, crying and sorrow. Louis looks out the window and sees Father Blue

kneeling next to Marinette's dead body.
“‘No!! HOW COULD THIS HAPPEN!” Louis screams desperately.

"l don't know how and | don't know when, but Marinette is dead" says Father Blue who

continues: "It looks like a suicide".

In a panic, Louis alerts the hotel staff who decide to take the dead body to Marinette's
room. Father Blue is also brought into the hotel to be reassured and is made to sit in
Marinette's room to check that nothing happens to the body. Meanwhile, Louis heads to
the reception to call the police. While Father Blue sits thoughtfully, his defeated and
heartbroken gaze falls on a small chest placed behind the foot of the bed. He decides to
open it and his gaze meets a lot of letters in which two names in particular are constantly
repeated: Alexis and Alphonse. Intrigued by the suspicious letters and what they could

contain, Father Blue decides to take the chest with him. The rest of the troupe in the



meantime is shocked by the death of the prestigious opera singer and everyone is tired of
these dark days. Louis returns to his room, still very upset by what happened and says to
Father Blue:

"Father, what did we do to deserve this situation? Could it be a divine punishment?"

“Oh Louis, you must not let yourself be discouraged, God gives his loyal evidence suited to

their abilities.”

“Thank you for everything Father, now go and rest. This event must have been shocking

for you too”, Louis replies.

Father Blue says goodbye and with the chest hidden inside his suitcase, he heads towards
Church St. Mary. When he reaches the church Father Blue has nothing to think about but
the chest and the countless letters. So, he decides to open and read some of them: “For
Alexis, love, Louis will practice the piece on the piano all day, let's meet in the room.
Marinette.” These words and many others like them shock Father Blue. Reading through
the thousands of letters addressed to Alexis, Father Blue also notices some shorter and
less dated letters placed at the bottom of the chest and in one of them it is written: "Who
knows if you will read it, who knows... This is for you and for the love | feel, but who

knows... who knows... "

It was addressed to Alphonse, but Father Blue has a suspicion that those letters were
never sent. Now he is in the middle of the matter and cannot go back out. He therefore
decides to carefully examine the contents of both letters which are evidently addressed to

different people.

In the meantime, the crew is heartbroken, especially Louis, who has fallen into an almost
total depression. The hours pass interminably for the troupe, the rest of the hotel is worried
and it's the same for the tourists who arrived and who aren't unaware of everything that
happened. The climate is hostile, the air is stale, and no one can share a word, and not
only in the "Royal-Exchange": all of Manchester is deserted. Around 6:30 in the afternoon
the girl at the reception quickly calls Alexis and Louis saying that Father Blue urgently
called them to church. Louis and Alexis understand that there is something urgent with that
strange summons and they go to the priest. Arriving at the church around 7:00 pm, they

approach the confession room:

"Good evening Father" says Alexis and Father Blue responds in a tone that is not very

cheerful, but almost severe:



"l know that what | am about to tell you, will hurt both of you, but believe me that it hurts

me too".

Alexis and Louis began to worry a lot and said almost in chorus:
"Please, tell us".

Father Blue continues:

"You know, sometimes God puts us in front of hard truths that we must accept... And in
your case, God wanted me to find, while | was alone with Marinette's body, a chest in

which there are so many letters.”

"Please, let me see it." Louis says, taking possession of the chest for a few minutes. He
looks at it and says: "Ah, yes. They are the invitations to our wedding, we wrote them.
Look, it is my love's handwriting. After all, we got married recently and it is normal that she
kept them in her secret golden chest where everything that was important to her is placed.

Oh love! Where are you?"

Alexis is silent but a slight embarrassment is noticeable. Father Blue continues, and stops

Louis:

"No, Louis. Let me explain. Read these letters to understand what they were about, and |
am sorry to have to say that they are not wedding invitations, but love letters and not

addressed to you."
Louis is about to faint and with a sigh says:
"And to who?"

Father Blue continues: "To Alexis and Alphonse. | am sorry but from what | have been able
to read, or from what God wanted me to read, | am sure that even before the wedding your

wife was secretly engaged to Alexis."
"How did you discover it?" Alexis asks.

"There is one letter that refers to the wedding and the date is clearly specified. The
relationship with you, Alexis, dates back to before the wedding and continued until her

suicide."
Louis, incredulous, asks in anger:

"And why would she have committed suicide?"



"For fear of your reaction," Alexis adds brazenly, but Father Blue immediately silences him:

"No, Marinette would have committed suicide for love. Marinette was the wife of Louis
Legrand, and at the same time the girlfriend of Alexis Legrand. But her love has always
been for the director Alphonse Dubois who was killed by Alexis who wanted to avenge her.
Well, Alexis believed that Marinette had been raped, but what happened that night was
only an act of love between Marinette and her lover Alphonse Dubois. This is the

unfortunate reality.”



